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BLOOMBERG , RENDELL ANNOUNCE EXPANSION OF BUILDING
AMERICA 'SFUTURE INFRASTRUCTURE COALITION TO

| NCLUDE STATE LEGISLATIVE LEADERS

ON FIRST oOF Two-DAY | NFRASTRUCTURE TOUR, CO-CHAIRS ENCOURAGE
NCSLMEMBERS TOJOIN ‘BUILDING AMERICA’SFUTURFE’

Co-CHAIRS PROPOSEPRESIDENTIAL TOWNHALL MEETING ON INFRASTRUCTURE

NEW ORLEANS — New York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg and Pennsyha@overnor Edward G.
Rendell, co-chairs of the Building America’s Fut@ealition, today announced the expansion of the
coalition that’s building support for the federavgrnment to play a larger role in the funding of
America’s infrastructure. The coalition’s newestminers include individual state legislators from
around the country. The co-chairs also propogesva hall meeting on infrastructure and invitedhoot
major parties’ presidential candidates to parti@pa

In two addresses before the 2008 Legislative Surafiitie National Conference of State Legislatures,
or NCSL, Bloomberg and Rendell encouraged membsgsrt Building America’s Future in building
support for greater federal investment in the mégiinfrastructure. The two are kicking off a twlay

trip to promote infrastructure investment at theS\l@&onference. California Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, the coalition’s third co-chair, waSacramento due to ongoing budget negotiations
and will participate in the second day of the tour.

“In the past 20 years, state and local governmaensss the country have been picking up more ofahe
to build, maintain and expand the facilities anfdastructure on which people rely,” Rendell told
participants. “If America is to continue competinghe global economic marketplace, we need aoiexfit
and sound infrastructure; we need the commitmegtexdter federal resources to help counties anessta
meet these pressing needs.”

“Not only do we need to increase the federal govemt’s investment in infrastructure, we need to enak
sure that we, as a nation, are making smarter tmesds. We need transparency and accountabiligwo
the public confidence that their investments atadepent wisely,” said Mayor Bloomberg.



Upon arriving in New Orleans, Bloomberg and Rendi#nded a meeting of NCSL'’s transportation
committee, which is chaired by New Mexico Rep. [Zna. The co-chairs spoke with dozens of
legislators about the challenges they faced inifupdritical infrastructure projects in their stai@nd
innovative solutions to address these challenges.

Following the transportation committee meeting,d@hderg and Rendell welcomed a number of legislators
who joined Building America’s Future at a pressfeoence at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center.
They also proposed, given the importance of theeissd the growing level of support for federal
leadership, a town hall meeting on infrastructure evited both major parties’ presidential nomisé®
participate.

“By standing with us today, these men and womernedliag the next President and the next Congiess t
infrastructure investment is key to our economaoxery; key to the sustainability of our planetd &ey to
the quality of life and the safety of our citizénsaid Bloomberg. “We could not be prouder thamawe
their support as we prepare to take our case tdWgten in the coming months and years.”

“Without adequate infrastructure to quickly andetaimove goods and people, our economy and tradflc
stop dead in its tracks,” Rendell said. “We wilvba much tougher job competing in the world maKet

“l appreciate the great leaders who have joineddvi®oomberg, Governor Rendell and myself in this
most vital cause,” said Schwarzenegger. “Ameri@esvorking hard to compete in the global economy,
but our nation’s infrastructure is woefully outaddte. We need a strong federal commitment to eatthks
problem — and its time for the federal governmerdtep up and take action. Investing in our n&ion
infrastructure will create jobs, stimulate the emmry and prepare communities across the natiorhéor t
future.”

In an address to the entire membership of the NB&igmberg and Rendell unveiled a Statement of
Principles that will guide Building America’s Futuas it makes the case for increased federal imesdtin
infrastructure.

The co-chairs encouraged state and locally elesffesials who support these principles to join Rliilg
America’s Future by registering onlinevatvw.Investininfrastructure.org

Building America’s Future’s co-chairs have alreagpken to the memberships of the National Governors
Association, the U.S. Conference of Mayors and\tigonal Association of County Officials. They plt
speak to other annual gatherings of national gowental organizations in the coming months to baild
coalition of state and local government leaders ady@e that the federal government needs to phagra
vigorous role.

HiHt

EDITOR’S NOTE : The Building America’s Future statement of prpies is attached.
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Building America’s Future is dedicated to bringiagout a new era of U.S. investment in
the infrastructure that enhances our nation’s prasy and quality of life. We invite
elected officials throughout the country who shawe principles to join our efforts.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

Whereas: the United States will not remain econahlyicompetitive with nations that
are investing heavily in infrastructure unless wantain and improve our infrastructure;

Whereas: the federal government’s share of publiestment in transportation, water,
and other types of infrastructure has declinedhéopoint where state and local
governments account for three out of every fouripudnllars being spent on
infrastructure in the United States;

Whereas: the United States has, in the past, remagjthat infrastructure investment is a
key stimulus for short-term economic growth and godation that also yields long-term
benefits;

Whereas: the United States cannot achieve enedgpéndence, environmental
sustainability, or greenhouse gas reductions withmaking fundamental changes to
federal infrastructure policy to address those goal

Whereas: as state and local leaders, we witnesishiand how important infrastructure is
to the safety, security and quality of life of aitizens and communities;

Now, therefore, Building America’s Future resoltesdvocate for federal infrastructure
investment guided by the following principles:

* Vision: The federal government needs to advance a neanaatision for
infrastructure policy that focuses on economic dgroand global competitiveness,
creation of economic opportunity for all Americanad environmental
sustainability.

* Funding The federal government must provide significagtigater resources to
ensure that the nation’s infrastructure needs eamét without placing undue
burdens on states and localities or on future geio@is of Americans.



Merit and AccountabilityU.S. infrastructure investment should be basetherit

and accountability at all levels of government. Tégeral government should
fund programs and projects that advance nationalipes, and states and
localities should be held accountable for ensutivag projects are completed on
time, on budget, and meet rigorous performancelstals.

Streamlining and Innovatiohe federal government should streamline
bureaucratic processes and allow greater flexyttititenable states and localities
to use federal infrastructure funds quickly, etfitily and effectively, and to
leverage innovative approaches to financing inftastire investments, consistent
with the national vision.

Urgency The new Administration should make developinge mational
infrastructure policy a top priority and immedigtekll on Congress and the
federal agencies to implement this policy.



